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medicine without relief, and was fast sinking into a state of
collapse-hands becoming cold, and pulse failing.
Without the slightest effect I tried successively hydrocyanic
acid, chloroform in spirits of wine-which have been much
employed here-morphia, and bismuth. I sat with him for
some time watching him, and found that whatever was intro-
duced into the stomach, whether medicine, food, or cold water,
was instantly rejected; so that it was impossible that any drug
given in the ordinary way could produce its effect. I thendetermined to try the inhalation of chloroform, after the fol-
lowing manner. First, I caused him to inhale a small quantity
of the vapour, sufficient merely to quiet the stomach for the mo-
ment, without producing insensibility; hewasthen got to swallow
half a grain of morphia, and immediately was put fully under
the influence of chloroform, and kept so for a few minutes;
when sensibility returned, he declared himself free from all
feeling of sickness. He was then kept sufficiently under the
influence of chloroform to prevent vomiting, for an hour and a
quarter. When this time had elapsed, he became drowsy, the
inhalation was discontinued; he slept for some time, and
remained entirely free from sickness for twenty-four hours.
Afterwards he had a slight return of vomiting, which was
checked in the same way. He has now, except on one or two
occasions, for several days continued free from vomiting, and
appears likely to recover.
The principle of this mode of treatment is, to keep the
stomach quiet by the inhalation of chloroform, until some
powerful anti-emetic medicine has had time to affect the
system; and from my experience of it, I should most strongly
recommend its adoption to your numerous readers.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Oct. 1853. GEORGE YEOMAN HEATH.
THE NATIONAL VACCINE INSTITUTION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Srn,&mdash;I beg to call attention to the imperfect condition of
the lymph sent from the Institution. It has been to my
certain knowledge often a source of complaint amongst the
profession, that they have met with repeated failures in vacci-
nation when using the lymph. I may say that I have re-
peatedly tried it, and almost invariably failed. For some time
past I have not sent to the Institution, but obtained my supply
elsewhere. It appears to me that the want of success arises
from the ivory points being either imperfectly armed, or sent
out with the lymph in too dry a state. If so, it arises from
the want of attention in the officials whose duty it is to look
after those who are immediately employed in sending out the
required supplies. Surely every precaution should be taken
to guarantee to the medical profession a supply of good
recent lymph, to ensure success in vaccination. At a time
when the new Bill is in operation, it is of the utmost consequence
that the medical officers appointed by the guardians should be
able to obtain it in a good condition. I have been subjected
to considerable inconvenience from the bad management of
the Institution, and, if things continue as before, I shall feel
it my duty to correspond with the Home Secretarv, and lay
before him a grievance of which we justly complain. I may
add that the lymph I obtain from another source on ivory
points never has, I believe, failed. Hoping you will, Sir, call
attention to this subject, I remain yours truly,
October, 1853. 
_______ ____ ___ 
A. B.
SWARMS OF FLIES IN NEWCASTLE.
HENRY MOON, M.D.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-In the number of THE LANCET for October 1st, there
is an interesting letter from a resident at Newcastle, who states
that "immense swarms of a certain kind of fly," are seen in
the town, during the present visitation of cholera; it brings
forcibly to my mind, that in the tirst outbreak of cholera at
Montreal in June and July, 1832 (in which the fatality of the
disease was quite equal, if not greater, than it is at Newcastle
now), the atmosphere was loaded with a species of fly, called
the "shad-fly," to an unprecedented extent: the pavements
were covered with them, and the air was clouded with this
flying insect; for several days it was disagreeable to be out of
doors, and thousands were destroyed by the feet of each indi-
vidual in walking the streets. The circumstance attracted
much attention from the inhabitants of Montreal at the time,
and gave rise to many superstitious opinions from some of
them. I do not wish to infer that cholera was produced by
these flies, but merely to record the fact.
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Lewes, Oct., 1853. - T Y l4iooN,
GRATUITOUS ADVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiB,&mdash;The statements on the subject of gratuitous advice, put
forth in THE LANCET of 8th inst., by your correspondent Jus-
titia," do not, but from the prominence you have given them,
merit a reply. But as they are calculated to mislead some of your
readers, who have had no opportunities of observing the work-
ing of the dispensary system, a few remarks may not be out
of place. In attempting to discover the motives that have
prompted the effusion of your correspondent, I am inclined to
ask-Does he figure in my illustrations ? or has he some time-
honoured interest in dispensary abuses and pauperism? He,
with more candour than discretion, admits that " he is ad.
vantaged by his peculiar position in respect to the working
classes." Is he afraid of losing those advantages? That
"Justitia’s" feelings have been considerably irritated, and that
his interests have been attacked by the gratuitous advice cor-
respondence, is clearly evidenced by the absence of argument,
and the wholesale abuse in which he has permitted himself to
indulge.
An unprejuclicecl man would have perceived that the abuses
carried on at dispensaries under the name of charity, were only
recorded in my letter, and not occasioned by it. When a man
deliberately accuses another of making assertions which are
" 
unjust and untrue," of drawing inferences which are reck-
less," of giving illustrations which are " exaggerated and ex-
clusive," and all this without the slightest show of evidence,
we naturally conclude that his judgment is in abeyance, and
that he is entirely governed by the violence of his passions.
Hear" Justitia"-" he emphatically agrees with the main
fact and principle of the question at sissue," and although he
calls me "reckless" in stating that indiscriminate gratuitous
advice is injurious to the working classes, by counteracting
their spirit of independence, yet " he fully admits that re-
ceiving gratuitous medical advice, or any other gratuitousbenefit, dozs counteract their spirit of independence" !
Whether "Justitia" is in danger of losing his independence,
by such insane absurdities and contradictions, I shall leave
others to determine.




TESTIMONIAL TO DR. ROBERT DUNDAS THOMSON.
ROBERT KIRKWOOD, Secretary to Committee.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiB,,&mdash;Agreeably to instructions of the committee, I now
forward you a copy of a congratulatory address, the original of
which has this day been transmitted to Dr. Thomson; and beg
most respectfully to solicit the honour and favour of your
insertion of it in THE LANCET.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, Oct. 1853.
To ROBERT D. THOMSON, M.D., F. R. S. Ed., F. Ch. S. L., &c., &c.
STR,-We, students of chemistry lately under your tuition
in the University of Glasgow, are happy to understand that
you have again resumed your accustomed scientific labours and
professional instructions. Although Glasgow is not now the
sphere of your duties, we who have had the benefit of your
tuition in that city have, and shall continue to retain, a grate-
ful remembrance of your valuable services. We are, on public
grounds, glad that so able an instructor as yourself has found
an appropriate field for his talents and attainments; and have,
therefore, very great pleasure in congratulating you on your
appointment to the chair of Chemistry in St. Thomas’s Hos-
pital, London.
We have anxiously waited such a result, confident that a
reputation like yours, so well and nobly earned, and so ably
sustained by the testimony of many distinguished scientific
men, and particularly by the illustrious Liebig, might well
justify the Directors of the Institution with which you are
now connected, in conferring the chair on one whom the
greatest modern chemist has declared to have done more for
animal chemistry than any other chemist in England, and
whose original and published researches have furnished indis-
putable proofs of his activity and love for science, and secured
for himself a place among chemists of the first rank in England
and Europe. Permit us to state that we take a deep interest
in your increasing usefulness and growing professional emi-
nence, and shall hail with satisfaction every additional testi-
mony that your future studies may furnish, of your continued
